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Museum News 

 
I’m happy to report that the season has started well both in terms 

of visitor numbers and weather. We are already on our second 

series of exhibitions, as ‘50 years of the Topsham Society’ gives 

way to ‘Wild about Topsham’ portraying the wildlife on the Exe 

and ‘Crossing the Exe’. The effort put into these exhibitions is 

truly amazing! 

  

One highlight so far has been our Member’s Evening in June on 

‘Visitors to Topsham’ which was a marvellous example of what 

our membership can achieve. Myra Green saw potential in an 

article by Sadru Bhanji and the Estuary Players produced a 

dramatic vignette which delighted everyone. We are all so grateful 

to them. 

  

In the last newsletter, I explained that Naomi Cleaver, a 

distinguished interior designer had offered to give some ideas on 

how we might make better use of the Museum space. She has 

made a careful appraisal based on a wish list of ideas that 

members and volunteers had provided and offered some 

suggestions, some of which were radical but interesting. I would 

like to thank Naomi for the time taken to understand the Museum 

and its culture. If you would like more information, please 

contact Rebecca Baldwin or myself.  I’d like to stress that we are 

going through a process of consultation and discussion and we 

have to be certain that any changes we make will really bring 

benefits. There will be financial implications and we will have to 

be certain that we will have the volunteers needed to make the 

best of any changes. Above all, we must be confident that our 

visitors will feel the benefits and spread the word. 

  

As always, may I end by thanking you for your support and by 

asking you to recommend volunteering at the Museum to any 

friends who might be interested. May we all enjoy the second part 

of the season. 
  

  

John Dunsford 
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Topsham Museum Society AGM, 2015 

  

The AGM was held on Tuesday 14th April at the Museum. The 

evening was  concluded by a very  interesting presentation from a  

Jurassic Coast Ambassador— John Wokersien. 

  

Geoff Try was welcomed by John Dunsford as a new Museum  

Trustee. 
  

Jan Betteridge 

 

The Newlyn School:  Lunchtime Lecture 

 

The May Lunchtime Lecture was delivered by Professor Sam 

Smiles, speaking on The Newlyn School and other art colonies of 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  He gave us a fascinating 

account of how the Newlyn School reflected other trends in art 

that were emerging through Europe at the time.  The talk was 

accompanied by a presentation of some beautiful pictures; 

especially noteworthy being those depicting Cornish fishermen 

and their wives and families engaged in workaday tasks. We can 

perhaps imagine that similar scenes were enacted on the 

waterfront in Topsham at that period. 

A common theme seemed to be that of the beautiful, young, 

weeping, recently widowed fisherman’s wife being comforted by 

her aged mother-in-law who had perhaps had the same 

experience.  We managed to accommodate most people who 

wished to attend, although had been rather alarmed to learn 

earlier in the day of the great distances some people planned to 

travel to attend this lecture.  We look forward to the three 

remaining lectures of the 2015 season, to be held on the last 

Tuesday of July, September and October.  Suggestions for lecture 

topics and/or lecturers for next year would be very welcome. 

 Anna Adcock                                                                                                             

Email:   a.e.adcock@hotmail.com 

A copy of the Museum's annual journal, Topsham Times, will be 

enclosed with this Newsletter.  I’d like to I remind you that we do 

now offer all members the opportunity to receive their copy 

electronically in PDF format. This saves the Museum postage costs 

and is more environmentally friendly! If you are happy for us to 

use this method, please could you email your request to:  

info@topshammuseum.org.uk.  If we do not hear from you we 

will of course continue to send paper copies.  

Cathy Maguire 

 

 

Professor Sam Smiles 

John Dunsford welcomed Geoff 

Try as a new Museum Trustee 

and presenting flowers to Andy 

Simey who recently retired as 

Volunteer Coordinator (below) 
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Members’ Only Events at the Museum 

 

We told you in the last Newsletter that this year we would be 

holding two special events exclusively for members.  The first of 

these, at the beginning of June, was a presentation by members of 

Estuary Players entitled “Topsham, thou’rt a pretty town”.   

  

The original inspiration for this was an article by local historian 

Sadru Bhanji which appeared in the annual journal of the 

Devonshire Association.  This showed that over the past 500 years, 

Topsham has had many and various famous visitors, some of 

whom have documented their impressions of our historic town. 

  

Sadru very kindly provided us with the visitors' quotations and, 

using these, Alan Caig devised and directed a dramatic playlet 

performed by the Estuary Players.  The result was both enjoyable 

and informative; over the years not all visitors have agreed that 

Topsham was “a pretty town” and it certainly enjoyed times of 

austerity between its periods of prosperity!  The evening was 

rounded off with a glass of wine and an opportunity to mingle.  

We are very grateful to Alan Caig and the Estuary Players for 

staging this event. 

  

Our next event exclusively for members will be a quiz to be held 

on 16 October in the evening.   Further details and  arrangements 

for booking will be sent to all members nearer the time. 

  

  

Anthony Jennings 

  
  

 

From the Museum Collection 

  

Some Members may be aware that the Museum collection 

includes an autograph book owned by Dorothy Holman, in which 

she recorded stories, poems, battlefield sketches and quotations 

from patients whom she nursed in VAD hospitals in France and  

Alexandria during the First World War.  

  

Many of the patients she nursed in Alexandria had fought in the  

Dardanelles campaign and as well as British soldiers included 

troops from Australia, New Zealand, France, Morocco and Algeria.  
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Dorothy Holman was a talented artist and her book also contains 

sketches she made of many of her patients and colleagues; some 

examples are shown on this and the previous page.  

  

As the original is very fragile, Dorothy’s autograph book has been 

scanned and a digital copy is available for Members to view on the 

computer screen in the Local History Room during Museum 

opening hours.  

 

Marian Grimshaw & Rosemary Hatch     
  
  

 
 

Exhibitions 
 

Just a reminder that the latest exhibition at the Museum is 

entitled Wild About Topsham. It features information boards as 

well as stunning photographs taken by some of our local 

photographers.  We are particularly grateful to Greg Towning, 

Alma Swan and Nick Toyne for their contributions. 

 

There are  also activities for children so if you have visiting 

children/grandchildren and looking for something to interest 

them, there is plenty here to keep them occupied - trails around 

the Museum and activities in the exhibition room, including 

colouring in butterflies and finding out what the seals are called! 

 

We also have an interesting exhibition in the Entwistle Room 

about Crossing the Exe – which tells the story of crossings of the 

river (ferry and bridge) from the 17th Century to the present day. 

A new booklet has been published to accompany this exhibition 

and is available in the Museum Shop.  If you haven’t done so 

already, make a point of dropping into the Museum to take a look 

at these latest exhibitions!   

Rachel Nichols 
  
 
 

Local History    

 

Mystery Photograph solution 

 

Thanks to Robin Field we have the precise location of our  mystery 

photograph, shown in the last newsletter. 

 

It shows the three cottages next to Exe Dene at the lower end of 

Follett Road.  The copy was from a glass negative and had been 

reversed in copying.  The correct view is shown left.   Exe Dene is 

the red brick house on the extreme right. 

 

Painted Lady, Cynthia cardui   A 

summer migrant to this country from 

North Africa 

Photograph by: Alma Swan 

Wasps Nest 

Photograph by: Greg Towning 
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Crossing the Exe (1930’s) – the 

ferryman is a member of the Bolt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo is from the late Eric Voysey’s collection of photographs 

and shows the builders of Rank’s Flour store on Topsham Quay in 

August 1952. In 1947 Topsham Parish Council considered ‘the 

erection of a 156 ft long brick warehouse where flour would be 

produced from grain discharged from ships at the Quay’. In 

January 1953 hopes for the revival of the port of Topsham were 

raised by the construction of the 10,000 square feet building due 

for completion on 1 March. According to Eric Voysey the store was 

only used for one load and was then taken over by the Tuborg 

Lager Company in 1958.  
 

David Wheeler, writing about shipping at the Quay, noted ‘The 

one consistent thread through it all, the little Danish ship 

Christian Herup, bringing huge cylinders of lager to Tuborg’s 

distribution centre on the Quay - now the Antique Centre. Four or 

five times each year this pretty pale blue ship with ‘Tuborg Lager 

Line’ emblazoned along her sides, would tie up alongside the 

Quay and the plant’s crane would unload it.’  

According to Mike Trout, in the early years all the lager came to 

Topsham in bottles in wooden cases, 24 bottles per case and about 

14 to 15 thousand cases a ship for distribution.  In later years 

some, but never all the lager came as essence in three ton 

containers/cylinders and went to, he thinks, Bass Charrington 

Brewery and came out as Skol Lager.  

 

The building then became the Carlsberg Distributors Ltd. (Lager) 

warehouse until about 1993.  Since the 1990s it has been the Quay 

Antique Centre with 70 dealers trading over three floors of the 

building.  

  

   

Catriona Batty 

  

                     

New Computer System 

 

Many of you will be aware that Catriona Batty has maintained and 

managed various computer databases for the Museum over the 

years.  If I tell you there are nearly 40,000 files on the system you 

will begin to grasp the enormity of the task she undertook – and 

is still doing.  The database holds information on all the objects,        

documents, images etc. held by the Museum. Some of these are 

“accessioned” items meaning that they form the primary 

collection.  The vast majority, however, forms the “support” 

collection that is so  invaluable to people wishing to do research. 

 

 

 

Christian Herup at Topsham 

Quay, 1958 

Photograph courtesy of Mike 

Trout 
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However the last computer system had its limitations and, 

although it and the previous ones, have served us well, the  

Trustees decided that the time had come for the Museum to look 

for something better.  It has taken longer than we would have 

liked to research, select, purchase and install a new system – but 

we have now done just that. We have bought MuseumIndex+ 

from System Simulation Ltd (SSL).  SSL have a good reputation in 

the museum world and in fact they provide computer systems for 

many national museums here in the UK and abroad. It has some 

big advantages over the other systems we considered: 

 

1. We can access it via the internet.  This means that there is 

no limit to the number of users who can use it at any one 

time and they can do so from their home or anywhere else 

in the world via laptops, iPads etc.   So, no more waiting 

for a computer terminal to become free at the Museum! 

2. Our information is backed up by SSL every night meaning 

that we do not have to do that routine, but very important 

task, of ensuring amendments and additions are saved 

daily.  For those of you who may be interested, the data is 

held on the “cloud”…! 

3. We can now attach images to our records.  This is a big 

task involving taking photos and then getting them onto 

the new system.  Once it is done, it will be a simple to see 

what a painting or object looks like without having to go 

into the Museum to view it. 

4. With this in mind, at some point in the future, we will be 

able to make a selection of our records and their associated 

images available to the public via the internet.  This 

facility is increasingly being offered by Museums. 

 

There is a lot of work to be done, particularly in getting the 

images attached to the records.   If you are interested in helping 

out by taking photos and/or uploading them onto the computer 

please do contact us by email info@topshammuseum.org.uk or 

phone the Museum on 01392 873244 and leave a message. 

 

Jan Betteridge 
  

 Can you help?  Minute Taker required 

 

We urgently require a Minute Taker for our Management 

Meetings - which would only involve you in two and a half hours 

work every second Monday morning of the month. 

 

We’d also like to recruit an Education Officer for our schools 

liaison team and an Events Coordinator. 

 

If you can help, then please contact Charles Potter at the Museum 

for further information.  
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This newsletter has once again be sent electronically to members with email addresses.  Please inform us if you 

change your email address. If you would prefer not to receive a paper copy at all in future please contact us. This 

initiative saves both paper and funds.  Members without email addresses will of course continue to receive a 

printed copy.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Forthcoming Events/Dates for your Diary 
  

 28th July. Lunchtime Lecture: “The Nature of the Exe” 

 31st July.  Event for families: Wild about Topsham. 

Morning and afternoon sessions.  

 25th August. Town Fayre Coffee   Morning at the Museum, 

10-12 noon 

 No Lunchtime Lecture in August!! 

 29th September. Lunchtime Lecture: “Charitable Activities 

in Exeter during the First World War” - Dr Richard   

Batten 

 16 October.  Quiz (Members only event) 

 27th October. Lunchtime Lecture: “Lighting the Darkness: 

exploring RAMM’s magic lantern slide collection.               

Jenny Durrant 

 31st October.   Museum closes. 

 

More information can be found on our website. 
  
  

 

 
 

  

 


